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We have been called to 21 days of prayer and fasting,
January 2-January 22nd, by our Superintendent, Pastor
Don Miller, to begin the new year. Click here to see his
message.

As we begin this year, we have expectation of what God
will do as well as an understanding of our need to
humbly ask for His direction and empowerment.

For the first week of January, we will follow the prayer
focuses of the General Council, that has an emphasis on
the attributes of Jesus. Let us begin by focusing on who
He is and our relationship to Him made possible by His
sacrifice on the cross for our sins. Revelation chapter
one gives us a dynamic image of the resurrected Christ
who is the head of His body, the church. John describes
Him this way:

12 I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to
me. And when I turned I saw seven golden
lampstands, 13 and among the lampstands was someone
like a son of man,[a] dressed in a robe reaching down to
his feet and with a golden sash around his chest. 14 The
hair on his head was white like wool, as white as snow,
and his eyes were like blazing fire. 15 His feet were like
bronze glowing in a furnace, and his voice was like the
sound of rushing waters. 16 In his right hand he held seven
stars, and coming out of his mouth was a sharp, double-
edged sword. His face was like the sun shining in all its
brilliance.

Let us prepare ourselves to hear from God in the way
that we prepare ourselves to take communion,
remembering the Lord’s supper. We must do this asking
the help of the Holy Spirit to examine ourselves (1
Corinthians 11:28). This work of the spirit in us is God’s
light and fire. The Spirit ministers in us as a bright light
that overpowers confusion, accusation and rejection. He
is a consuming fire that imparts love as it tenderizes us
and devours all that gets in the way of love like sin,
bitterness and addictions. As we see in Revelation 1,
Jesus is walking among us (the lamp stands representing
His church) and is jealous for us in His love. His love
seeks to burn away all that would devour us in this
world. Let us be quick to respond to his conviction
about any issue in our lives.

It is encouraging, that as we pray for a renewed
revelation of the risen Christ in our lives, we are praying
in unity with others in our district and in our nation. Pray
that the Holy Spirit will lead you in how this prayer call
will look in your life, ministry, or church. Let faith for a
great harvest rise in our hearts as we seek the Lord
together. Thank you for setting aside this time to seek
God.
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